Parramatta Female Factory Historical Sites

PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORYACTION GROUP

The Parramatta Female Factory Action Group has
developed from community response to the tenuous
future of Parramatta Female Factory precinct. The
group action is to ensure this internationally significant
precinct can be visited, enjoyed and experienced by
all generations of Australians. It is our heritage and our
identity.

The Parramatta Female Factory precinct is
comprised of two sites: The Parramatta Female Factory
site and the Roman Catholic Orphanage site.

PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORY SITE

The Parramatta Convict Female Factory, the earliest
convict women'’s site in existence in Australia was a
Governor Macquarie initiative. Of the 24,960
fransported women, an estimated 9,000 went through
the factory system, 5,000 of which went through the
Parramatta Female Factory. An estimated 1in51o 1in
7 Australians are related to these women.

This 1818 Greenway designed factory replaced the first
factory and was the model for the other 12. This factory
predates all but 3 of the UNESCO world heritage listed
items. The Factory closed in 1847 and became the Par-
ramatta Lunatic Asylum. It is now a part of the Cumber-
land Hospital.

ROMAN CATHOLIC ORPHANAGE /PARRAMATTA GIRLS
INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL SITE

This was the first Roman Catholic orphanage in the
colony, opened in 1842. Children of the Irish Catholic
convict Female Factory women were sent here. In 1887
it became the Industrial School for Girls until 1960 and
lastly the Norma Parker Detention Centre for women.

CURRENT STATUS
Parramatta Female Factory Site

Parramatta still has 2 Greenway buildings original walls and
Third Class Sleeping Quarters with Turnkey's Apartment and
3rd class courtyard.

The Greenway Hospital is now a building society. The Ma-
frons quarters, meeting and administration rooms are now
storage and training rooms. The Third Class Sleeping Quar-
ters and Turnkey's Apartment is cleared out and work is un-
derway for an IT data room.

Roman Catholic Orphanage Site

The Roman Catholic Orphanage is a part of the Depart-
ment of Corrective Services. A number of buildings, from
the original Orphanage and later Girls Industrial School and
Norma Parker Centre are empty and falling into disrepair.

Parramatta Female Factory Historic Plan
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Parramatta Female Factory plan composite from 1820s
and 1830s plans

Red = buildings still existing

Blue= newer buildings currently on factory plan footprint



PETITION

We, the undersigned request that the Parramatta Female
Factory precinct be returned to the people of Australia
and managed by a government body with the expertise
and mission to conserve and interpreft this site for the
people of Australia in accordance with the guidelines of
the Burra Charter.

Post to PO Box 436 Springwood NSW 2777

SIGNATURE

ADDRESS

NAME

PARRAMATTA FEMALE FACTORY ACTION GROUP AIMS

We aim fo have the Parramatta Female Factory Site and the adjo-
cent Roman Catholic Orphanage Site returned to the people of
Australia for our enjoyment, learning and access, now and in the
future. It needs to o be managed, conserved and promoted by a
joint national and state government body with the expertise and
mission to conserve and interpret this site for the people of Australia
in accordance with the guidelines of the Burra Charter.

We aim fo promote the site as a cultural, tourism place of Interna-
tional significance, focussing on the original historical significance
and recognising the subsequent histories and research—these in
order to share the historical value of the two sites.

We promote the site as a meeting place where all Australians can

access, share and understand our history and the Australian identity,

past and present. We act in the spirit of equality— because the
Parramatta Female Factory Site and the Roman Catholic Orphan-
age Site, their social history and stories belong to all Australians

Parramatta
Female Factory Precinct

Station

Email: pmattafemalefactoryactiongroup@gmail.com
Links:-
http://pmattafemalefactoryactiongroup.wordpress.com/
http://www .petitionbuzz.com/petitions/
savethefemalefactory/0/2
https://sites.google.com/site/convictfemalefactories/
Post: Parramatta Female Factory Action Group

PO Box 436, Springwood NSW 2777

Images: Side 1—3rd class sleeping quarters , PFFAG collection
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Parramatta Female Factory, c1860s, Ralph Hawkins Collection
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Female penitentiary or factory, Parramata [i.e. Parramatta], N.S. WalesZ
Parramatta Female Factory, c1880s, Society of Australian Genealogists
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Parramatta Female Factory

Action Group Inc.

3rd class sleeping quarters—Building 105




