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PRESIDENT‟S REPORT
Granville Historical Society
“A Place where heritage & culture are valued & celebrated.”
Granville Boys High School has approached us to see if six
of their students are able to perform community service for
us in September. After discussion it was decided that the best
community service that they could perform is to assist us
with research on the World War 1 Soldiers from the
Parramatta & District Soldiers. This should be a good project
because we will get information on six soldiers for our files,
the boys will be taught research and presentation skills, and
they will be able to make a display with the material for
Remembrance Day in November 2012. We need to put a
network line in to access the Internet, but this will be helpful
for future projects.
We have been busy once again with speaking assignments,
once again, we have performed two for the Westmead
Rehabilitation Centre, and they have booked two more. Also
the staff of L J Hooker came last Wednesday to listen to a
PowerPoint about the history of Granville, the staff was so
animated and interested it took 2 hours instead of the 1 hour
it was scheduled for.

Write to
P.O. Box 320
Granville NSW 2142
Phone:
9682 1290 (Wed. only)
9631 0216
(Barry & June Bullivant)
Email:

Daphne Wiles and her boys, John and Steven have been
working extremely hard, they have cleared June’s shelves of
books, will have to work hard obtaining more books, don’t
want them to feel unwanted and unloved. Frances Bluhdorn,
has been working with Arthur Naylor teaching him the finer
points of the Database. The middle room boys Dennis, John,
John, & Clifford are ploughing through the work scheduled,
and the middle room girls Stephanie, Betty, Robyn and
Lynne are making a hole in the Metcalfe & Morris folders,
we are fast running out of room for filing them, they have
just about filled the cabinets that Daphne and the Sydney
Phillumenist Club donated to us.

granvillehistorical@bigpond.com
28th July 2012 is our Annual General Meeting, anyone
wishing to stand for the committee please see June for
Nomination Sheets, nominations need to be to the secretary
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by the 21st July 2012. Barry G Bullivant OAM

World WORLD
War 1 Bravery
Awards
part 2
BRAVE
WAR ONE
SOLDIERS
Part I of the transcript of Colin Humphreys‟ presentation „Forgotten Heroes: Soldiers
from Granville decorated for bravery in World War One‟ was published in last month‟s
Guardian. Part 2 lists the awards from Military Medal to Mention in Despatches.
One of the more amazing stories to come out of
the war was that of Sapper Walter Longford of
Woodville Road Granville, who at 63 was believed
to be the oldest soldier in the AIF to be awarded
the Military Medal. He was decorated for his
bravery in helping to put out a fire in an
ammunition dump. Longford had been on duty at
a railway depot one night when German aircraft
bombed the adjacent ammunition store, setting it
alight. He called an officer and the pair succeeded
in putting out the flames, preventing a major
explosion.
Walter Longford had emigrated from England
with his wife in 1882, and lived in Granville for
almost 50 years, most of that time working for the
NSW Railways as a porter or fireman. He retired
from the railways after his wife died in 1914. He
visited England in 1915 to see his family and
when, on returning to Australia, he heard the army needed railway men to help move
troops, guns, and supplies in the war, decided to enlist. He explained later that although
he was over the age limit to enlist as a fighter, he felt that, having health and strength, it
was his duty to help in some other way to win the war. He enlisted on 15 January 1917
and left for Perth nine days later with about 30 other NSW railwaymen, to join a West
Australian unit, the 5th Broad Gauge Railway Operating Company, to serve on the
Western Front. His army career ended when the Anzac commander, General Birdwood
noticed him while inspecting his unit. The general spoke to him and asked his age. „45‟,
he replied. „Yes, that‟s your military age,‟ the general said, „but how old actually are
you?‟ Whereupon Walter was forced to admit he was 65.‟ „Look old chap,‟ General
Birdwood said. „You‟ve done enough over here; go back to your family‟.1
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Private Alexander Hugh Hamilton, aged 21, son of Mrs
Laura Hamilton of Lumley Street, was the first Granville
soldier decorated at Gallipoli, receiving a Military Medal.
In the charge against the Turks at Hill 60 on 27 August
1915, he showed himself to be a fearless fighter. He
succeeded in entering the enemy's trenches under heavy
rifle and shell fire, and assisted in holding it all that night
until relieved. He enlisted on 27 January 1915, served with
the 17th Battalion in Egypt, Gallipoli and the Western
Front, and was promoted to Corporal in May 1917. He
returned to Australia in June 1918, suffering chronic
bronchitis.2

Lance Corporal Hubert John Wood, son of George and
Sara Wood of Membrey Street Granville, and the brother
of Sergeant Alfred Arthur Wood, DCM and MM, was also
a hero. At Mont St Quentin on 31st August 1918, although
wounded in one hand, he rushed an enemy post, killing two
Germans with his revolver and taking four others prisoner.
The pain of his wound forced him to relinquish his gun, but
he refused to withdraw and went forward with his crew,
directing their work. He was awarded the Military Medal
for what was described as a fine example of endurance and
determination under very trying circumstances.3

Lieutenant Otto Godfrey Charles Kohlhardt, from Trongate
Street Granville, and serving with the 12th Field Artillery
Battery, received the Military Medal for his part in the
advance at Péronne on 31 August 1918. He was in charge of
the signals communications of his battery and with great
bravery throughout the day under enemy shell fire he
supervised and assisted in the maintenance of communications
with the battery observation post. He enlisted as a gunner in
October 1915 and with regular promotions returned from the
war as a Lieutenant.4
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Bombardier Leo Dunne Hines, of Bennalong Street Granville, enlisted on 4 September
1916. He was awarded the Military Medal for most conspicuous gallantry and devotion
to duty for his work with an ammunition wagon near Péronne on 2/3 September 1918.
As he was guiding it over very difficult country through shell holes and barbed wire
under heavy fire, a shell hit the team, wounding the drivers and himself slightly. The
remnants of the team bolted. He at once assisted the wounded men to an aid post and
pushed on through a heavy barrage to report to his battery. He then returned to the
wagon lines but a German plane dropped a bomb, killing one man and wounding the
drivers of a team a short distance ahead of him. Placing the wounded drivers on his
wagon, he continued on his way but another bomb fell, wounding the horses and three
drivers of another team. He again took control of the situation and sent a man for an
ambulance while he himself attended the wounded and assisted in their removal.5
Sergeant John Alexander Hutchison of the 54th Battalion,
from Daniel Street Granville, also earned a Military Medal at
Péronne. The citation praised his resourcefulness, judgement
and daring, and said his sound leadership and coolness were
an inspiration to his men. Sergeant Hutchison was one of the
first men to enlist at Granville on 17 August 1914, aged 20.
He landed at Gallipoli with the 2nd Battalion on 25 April
1915 but was wounded in the early fighting. He was wounded
a second time in early August in the Battle of Lone Pine, in
which 450 men from his battalion were killed or wounded.
Transferred to the 54th Battalion, he next saw action in the
middle of 1916. He was wounded at the Somme in October
1916 and again in April. He was then classified as unfit for
further service and returned to Australia in December 1918.6
Corporal Raymont Moore was born in Granville, the son of John and Frances Moore of
Milton Street, and was 19 when he enlisted in August 1915. He was sent overseas with
4th Battalion reinforcements, but spent most of the war with the 1st Divisional Signal
Company. He was commended for his coolness and devotion to duty during very heavy
shell fire at Pozières in August 1916, and won the Military Medal at Harbonnieres in
August 1918. An enemy shell struck the signals office during a heavy bombardment,
killing or wounding practically the whole staff. Despite being badly shaken, he remained
in the office, working to maintain communications under the most trying circumstances.
He was evacuated to England later that month, and spent six months in hospital before
returning to Australia in March 1919.7
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Sergeant Lawrence Walter Barber of 36 Battalion from Good
Street Granville was awarded the Military Medal for his
courage and resourcefulness when assisting a French force
under attack near his battalion‟s position at Hangard Wood
near Fromelles in April 1918. Sergeant Wood was in charge of
a Lewis machine gun post and, at the French commander‟s
request, took the gun out of the post with some of his crew,
and assisted the French to drive back the enemy. Later in the
day his post was subjected to concentrated shellfire from
enemy batteries. He remained there until all his men had been
killed or wounded, and kept his gun in action all the time.
Sergeant Barber was born in Granville and enlisted in March
1917, when he was given the rank of sergeant because of his five years service in the
militia.8
Sergeant Alan Cameron was born in Granville and lived with
his mother Mrs S. Cameron in Harris Street Harris Park
before enlisting in the 18th Battalion in June 1915. At
Rainecourt near Amiens on 9 August 1918, he took a Lewis
machine gun section forward, and showing absolute disregard
of danger dispersed an enemy machine gun post that was
holding up his company‟s advance. He was awarded the
Military Medal. Sergeant Cameron was wounded in action two
days later and evacuated to England. He‟d previously spent
periods in hospital after suffering shell shock in July 1916.9

Twenty-three-year-old
Private
Herbert Scott Dare was awarded a Military Medal for
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty near Strazeele
in France on 14 April 1918. As a company runner, he
carried messages from company headquarters to 20th
Battalion headquarters during extremely heavy machine
gun fire and artillery barrages, doing 5 trips within a very
short period. Although totally exhausted when he reached
battalion headquarters he only waited a few minutes before
he returned through the barrage to his company
commander. Private Dare did officer training after this
engagement, and was promoted to Lieutenant in 1919. He
was the son of a well-known Granville bank manager.10
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Frederick James Darke, son of James Darke of Sydney Road, was another young man
who began army life as a private and graduated at the end of the war as a Lieutenant.
He joined the AIF aged 18 in June 1915 and was sent overseas with 13th Battalion
reinforcements. He was awarded a Military Medal for his leadership, coolness and
contempt of danger in the advance on 18 September 1918. Near Le Verguier there was
much confusion and loss of direction because of enemy wire and a thick haze, and men
became scattered and disorganised. Sergeant Darke went forward, collected the
scattered elements, including men from other units, organised them into a platoon, and
led this composite party to their objective.11
Driver Percy Thomas Hall, of Margaret Street Granville,
serving with the 17th Field Artillery Battery, was
awarded a Military Medal at Le Verguier on 18
September 1918. The citation said he showed great
determination and bravery under a heavy bombardment
by high explosive shells and gas. Driver Hall enlisted in
May 1915, aged 31, and returned home on 3 May 1919.12
Two sons of Mrs Florence Davison of The Avenue
Granville were awarded the Military Medal.

Sergeant Darcy Hilton Davison enlisted aged 24 as a private in August 1915 and by the
end of 1918 had been promoted to Lieutenant. In November 1917 he was serving with
the 13th Field Artillery Battery at Westhoek Ridge near Ypres, when a fire broke out
after an enemy shell hit a dump of 500 howitzer shells. Sergeant Davison rushed over
and succeeded in putting out the blaze, thus saving a large quantity of ammunition.13
His younger brother,
Lester George Davison, was 18 when he enlisted three months before Darcy. He served
with the 1st Machine Gun Company in France from March 1916, and was promoted
three times over the next 18 months. On 11 September 1918 Sergeant Davison was in
charge of a sub-section of two guns attached to the 4th Infantry Battalion when an
enemy counter attack compelled the Infantry to withdraw. With great coolness Sergeant
Davison got his guns into action to cover the withdrawal, and only withdrew to the
outpost line four hours later. During the attack the officer in charge of the section was
wounded. Sergeant Davison assumed command of the section and though suffering from
the effects of gas remained on duty until relieved. He was then evacuated to hospital.14
A Military Medal was awarded to Private Frederick Joseph Dearie of the 17th Battalion.
He was born Joseph Frederick Abell in Granville in 1896, but served under the name
Dearie. His father, Arthur George Abell, died when he was three months old, and he was
cared for by his maternal grandmother, Ellen Dearie, until she died in 1912, and then by
11
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an aunt, Mrs S. Strong of First Street Clyde. He joined the AIF in November 1915, and
was honoured for conspicuous courage in carrying messages from the front line to the
rear during an attack by the enemy near Noreuil, on 15 April 1917. He had to pass
continually through heavy machine gun and rifle fire on both forward and back
journeys. At one period after the telephone had broken down and it was of the utmost
importance to get information through, he had to pass overland in full view of the
enemy. He was killed in action at Bullecourt 18 days later.15
Corporal Albert Easy, a farmer from Lismore, and son of
James Easy of Wigram Street, received the Military Medal
for his courage and devotion to duty near Zonnebeke in
October 1917. As an N.C.O in 12th Field Company of
Engineers, he was in charge of sappers repairing a
duckwalk track when the enemy suddenly began shelling
them. He succeeded in getting his section under cover with
the exception of one man who was wounded. At great
personal risk he went back into the barrage, and, though
becoming wounded himself, assisted the man to safety. He
was wounded three times in two weeks but his injuries
were not serious. He was promoted to sergeant in October
1918 and returned to Australia in the following March.16
Private Thomas Alfred Langlois, a married man from Inkerman Street Granville,
enlisted in February 1916, and 15 months later was with the 53rd Battalion, occupying
part of the Hindenburg Line near Bullecourt. He was awarded the Military Medal for
conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty as a communications linesman. On 10 May
1917 the enemy launched an artillery barrage in preparation for a counter attack. Shells
twice cut the lines and each time Private Langlois went out and repaired them amid very
heavy shelling, thus restoring communications at a very critical time.17
Sergeant Jack Lennox was born at Granville in 1893, and lived in Trongate Street while
working as a mechanical engineer at Clyde Engineering. He enlisted in February 1915
and was posted to the 8th Field Company Engineers. He was awarded the Military
Medal for continued gallantry and devotion to duty between February and September
1918. The citation said his great personal courage and devotion to duty had been a
magnificent example to all ranks.18
Corporal James Lynch, of Ada Street Harris Park, earned a
Military Medal in April 1917 for his part in the capture of the
village of Demicourt, a key spot in the Allied advance to the
Hindenburg Line. While in charge of a group entering the village,
he handled his men with great boldness and skill, driving the
Germans from that portion of the town. When an enemy force of 50
counter-attacked soon afterwards, he assisted his patrol leader in
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driving off the Germans, inflicting heavy losses. Corporal Lynch enlisted in July 1915
and returned to Australia in January 1919.19
Driver George Richerby Mallinson, a married man of Trongate
Street Granville, received the Military Medal for conspicuous
gallantry and devotion to duty near Ypres in October 1917. His
role in the 5th Field Artillery was moving ammunition supplies,
and while proceeding along the Menin Road, his team came
under heavy enemy shell fire. A number of planks were thrown
among the horses by a shell explosion, but Driver Mallinson, by
his coolness and resourcefulness, succeeded in getting the team
clear, averting casualties to men and horses. George Mallinson
was born in Granville in 1893 and worked as a carriage builder
at Clyde Engineering before enlisting in July 1915. His brother,
Private James Mallinson, was killed in action at Broodseinde
Ridge near Ypres on 4 October 1917.20
Driver Francis Joseph Mattes, of Inkerman Street Granville, enlisted on 24 August 1914
and served in Egypt, Gallipoli and the Western Front. He was awarded the Military
Medal while with the 1st Battalion near Ypres in October 1917, He was in charge of a
transport wagon that was heavily shelled, and had to load and unload his wagon on
several occasions despite numerous casualties and horses being bogged.21
Private Robert Shepherd of Inkerman Street Granville joined up in May 1915, three
months after his 18th birthday. He embarked for the Middle East in June, and in the
next 3½ years served in Egypt, Gallipoli and the Western Front with the 4th Battalion.
In May 1917, he received the Military Medal for his disregard of danger and devotion to
duty. The citation said that as a battalion runner near Bullecourt he did magnificent
work carrying messages at all hours through heavy barrages.22
Lance Corporal Franklyn Taylor, of Maud Street Granville,
employed before the war as a carriage builder at Clyde
Engineering, was awarded a Military Medal and Bar for rushing
an enemy machine gun, and capturing it, on two separate
occasions. He enlisted in June 1915, aged 22, and embarked for
Egypt three months later, but after contracting a bad case of
pneumonia didn‟t arrive at the war front until 1917. At
Morlancourt in May 1918, he noticed an enemy machine gun
firing on an Australian position and causing casualties. He and
another man charged the gun, capturing it and one of its crew.
Three months later near Amiens, he became isolated in fog but
spotted an enemy machine gun inflicting casualties on a flank
battalion. Without hesitation he rushed it alone, captured the gun, and killed or
wounded the crew of six. He was wounded in action himself the next day, and had to be
19
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repatriated to England for treatment. After six months in hospital and convalescence, he
returned to Australia in February 1919.23
The Meritorious Service Medal (MSM) was for meritorious service by NonCommissioned Officers.
Private Harry Dinning, son of Mrs H. Dinning of New York Street Granville, and
serving with the 2nd Pioneers Battalion as a company orderly room clerk, was awarded
the Meritorious Service Medal in January 1919 for consistent good work and devotion
to duty at Gallipoli, Flers, Bullecourt and Ypres.24
Corporal John Charles Ironmonger, 31, of Crown Street Granville was awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal for bravery and devotion to duty while in charge of the
motor ambulance cars working in the forward area on the Menin and Zonnebeke Roads
in October 1917.25
Private Colin McLeod of Woodville Road Granville, a horsebreaker in civilian life, enlisted in September 1915, aged 21,
and served with the 1st Light Horse Regiment in Egypt, Sinai
and Palestine. He was awarded the French Croix de Guerre
for his role in fighting near Umm Esh Shert in the Jordan
Valley, in the Sinai and Palestine campaign in April 1918.26
Private Edward Carl Croft of Stuart Street Granville
enlisted in October 1915 three months past his 18th birthday.
He served with the 2nd and 3rd Battalions in France from
the middle of 1916 and impressed with his exceptional
keenness and devotion to duty. At Hesbecourt near Péronne
in September 1918, he earned the Belgian Croix de Guerre
for his coolness and disregard of danger while working with a Lewis gun.27
Sergeant Eric David Wooster of Wigram Street Harris Park was
another early recruit, enlisting on 24 August 1914. He embarked
from Sydney as a member of the 1st Field Ambulance on 20
October 1914. He was twice Mentioned in Despatches, in March
and September 1917, for gallant service and devotion to duty in
his administration of the ambulance, and was awarded the
Belgian Croix de Guerre in July 1918. He returned to Australia in
October 1918.28
Mentioned in Despatches (MID) is not an award of a medal but a
commendation of an act of gallantry.
To be “Mentioned in Despatches” is when an individual is
mentioned by name in an official report by a senior commander for having carried out a
noteworthy act of gallantry or service.
23
24

AWM Honours and Awards; NAA: B2455/ Taylor F 2203; Cumberland Argus, 17 August 1918, p. 10

AWM Honours and Awards
AWM Honours and Awards; NAA: B2455/ Kohlhardt Otto Godfrey Charles 6838
26
AWM Honours and Awards; NAA: (See WW2 personal records)
27
AWM Honours and Awards; NAA/ B2455: Croft E C 4151
28
AWM Honours and Awards; NAA: B2455/ Wooster E D/17
25

10
Major Charles Alexander Whyte, of Arthur Street Granville, was Mentioned in
Despatches for his efforts in the organisation and formation of 5th Pioneer Battalion in
Egypt during March and April 1916. He was born in Scotland and served with the Black
Watch, and the British Army in the Boer War. He enlisted on 27 August 1914 and
served in Egypt and Gallipoli, where he was wounded twice. He also served in France,
where he was made an honorary major, and returned to Australia in August 1918.29
Warrant Officer John William Richards was twice Mentioned in Despatches while he
was serving with the 3rd Battalion. Born in London, he was a veteran of 12 years service
with the Royal Marines Light Infantry when he enlisted in the AIF in July 1915, aged
32.30
Private James McCall was born in Granville in 1895, worked as a shop assistant and
enlisted in December 1916. He was Mentioned in Despatches
for his work with the 55th Battalion on the Western Front
between September and November 1918.31
Private Robert Fox, a dairyman, of Ferndell Street Granville, was Mentioned in
Despatches, in July 1919.32
James Joseph Sowter of Woodville Road was one of Granville‟s longest serving soldiers
in World War One. Pre-war, he was in the militia for six years and had the rank of
sergeant in 1914. A week after Britain declared war, he joined the Australian Naval and
Military Expeditionary Force that was sent to New Guinea to seize German possessions
in the Pacific. He returned in April 1915 and after three months‟ break, enlisted in the
AIF. Serving in Egypt and the Western Front, he rose to the rank of Lieutenant before
returning to Australia in April 1919. He was twice recommended for awards, in July
and November 1918, but they were not endorsed.33
© Colin J Humphreys.
Editor-Granville Historical Society.
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