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Family View Report for William Kay

Thomas Kay

1825 - 1859

William Kay

1859 - 1941

Alexander Pearce

1788 -

Honor Lawrence

1791 - 1852

Elizabeth Pearce

1827 - 1877

Lydia Butfield

18 May 1854

Duck River, Granville, New South Wales, Australi

03 Aug 1931

Manly, New South Wales, Australia.

Born:

Died:

Marriage: 1886 in Central Cumberland, New South Wales

William Kay

06 Oct 1859

Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia

10 Dec 1941

Parramatta District Hospital, Parramatta, New So

Born:

Died:

DeathChildren: Sex Birth

MAlbert Horatio Kay 09 Aug 1893
Footscray, Victoria

13 Mar 1889
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

MNorman Federal Kay 11 Jun 1904
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Mar 1897
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

FRosalind Sarah Kay 05 Nov 1894
Parramatta, New South Wales,
Australia

1891
Footscray, Victoria, Australia

FAmy Cordelia Butfield Kay 07 Apr 1963
Parramatta, New South Wales,
Australia

08 Jun 1887
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

MWilliam Shakespeare Kay 20 Apr 1981
Manly, New South Wales, Australia.

18 Aug 1894
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

FThelma Agnes Granvilline Kay Aft. 194110 Jan 1903
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

MStanley Broughton Kay 04 May 2005
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

28 Feb 1910
Granville New South Wales
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Family Group Sheet for William Kay

Husband: William Kay

Birth: 06 Oct 1859 in Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia; Victorian 
Gold Fields

Marriage: 1886 in Central Cumberland, New South Wales

Death: 10 Dec 1941 in Parramatta District Hospital, Parramatta, New 
South Wales, Australia

Elizabeth Pearce

Father: Thomas Kay

Mother:

Wife: Lydia Butfield

Birth: 18 May 1854 in Duck River, Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: 03 Aug 1931 in Manly, New South Wales, Australia.

Burial: 04 Aug 1931 in Rookwood Cemetery, NSW

Sarah Ann Norford

Father: George Frederick Butfield

Mother:

Children:

Name: Albert Horatio Kay

Birth: 13 Mar 1889 in Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: 09 Aug 1893 in Footscray, Victoria

1

M

Name: Norman Federal Kay

Birth: Mar 1897 in Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: 11 Jun 1904 in Granville, New South Wales, Australia

2

M

Name: Rosalind Sarah Kay

Birth: 1891 in Footscray, Victoria, Australia

Death: 05 Nov 1894 in Parramatta, New South Wales, Australia; Buried with 
grandparents St John's Cemetery, Parramatta, New South Wales, 
Australia.

3

F
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Coroners Report.
Died from injuries received when struck down by a motor car.

William Kay was born 6th October 1859 to Thomas Kay and Elizabeth Pearce, he married Lydia Butfield in 
1886, they had the following children who were born in Granville, Amy Cordelia Butfield 1887, Albert 
Horatio 1889, Rosalind Sarah, William Shakespeare 1894, Norman Federal 1897, Thelma A G 1903, and 
Stanley Broughton 1910.

When Elijah Brown left Granville in 1864 the settlement was without a horse shoeing forge until the coming 
of William F Kay in 1887. Mr Kay, a native of Victoria with many other was attracted to Granville by the 
arrival of Hudson Brothers and their engineering works in the early eighties. A Blacksmith he worked from 
some time after his arrival with this firm, but in 1887 he decided to start a business of his own.

 To this end he built a shop and forge on the south side of Sydney Road near the south east corner of 
Kemp Street. In 1903 he took up land on the south west corner of Sydney Road and Kemp Street and built 
a large commodious place of business into which he removed and continued his trade of horse shoeing, 
general blacksmithing and coach building under more favourable facilities, this was called the Federal 
Coach Factory. 

The western end of the building was rented as a wood, coal and general produce store to Edgar Thackery 
who had previously owned the business which was situated on the north eastern corner of Carlton Street 
and South Parade (now Railway Parade), this site was then used to built the Government Saving Bank in 
1912.

In 1906 Mr Kay having tired of blacksmithing, turned his attention to auctioneering and estate sales, sold 
his trade, rented one of the newly built shops in Good Street and opened a Land and Estate agency, his 
business on Sydney Road was leased to William Littlefield who was still trading in 1918. 

Mr William F Kay was an alderman on Granville Council and occupied the Mayor’s chair in 1902. It was 
during this time the Rectory for St Mark’s Anglican Church was being built William Kay, Mayor was on the 
foundation stone. William Kay was a member of the NSW Lodge Sir Walter Scott 122, serving as Master in 
1896-1897 when the Lodge was meeting at Granville Town Hall. 
©June M Bullivant OAM

Name: Amy Cordelia Butfield Kay

Birth: 08 Jun 1887 in Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: 07 Apr 1963 in Parramatta, New South Wales, Australia

Burial: 09 Apr 1963 in Rookwood Cemetery

4

F

Spouse: Ernest Reginald Yorke

Name: William Shakespeare Kay

Birth: 18 Aug 1894 in Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: 20 Apr 1981 in Manly, New South Wales, Australia.

Burial: 23 Apr 1981

5

M

Name: Thelma Agnes Granvilline Kay

Birth: 10 Jan 1903 in Granville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: Aft. 1941

6

F

Spouse: Frederick Wentworth Olson

Name: Stanley Broughton Kay

Birth: 28 Feb 1910 in Granville New South Wales

Marriage: 1939 in Hurstville, New South Wales, Australia

Death: 04 May 2005 in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

7

M

Spouse: Lorenz Emily Cox

Notes:

William Kay
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LORD CLYDE.
:The fortnightly meeting of Lord Clyde Lodge, No. 71, P.A.F.S., was held at the School of Arts, Granville, on 
the 10th  instant. There was a large attendance of members, Bro. T. H. Phipps presiding. This lodge is in a 
strong financial position.  Arrangements were made for a social, and a strong committee formed.

Our Surroundings.-Granville
Its Potentialities- Its Industries and Trades -Its Representative Men. WILLIAM KAY AND THE 
FEDERAL COACH FACTORY.
(By EDWIN HOWELL.)

EVER since the coming to manhood of the first generation of the colonial born, pessimists prophesied that " 
no good could come out of Nazareth," and for a time it did certainly seem that the prophecy would be 
verified and that Australia would have to call on the mother country for men of brains not only to guide all 
her political, financial and educational matters, but even to fill the ranks of her artisans and superior 
workmen; and this became all the more apparent when so much of the time and energy of her sons were 
devoted to purely athletic pursuits; but gradually the feeling began to be engendered that the Australian 
youth was fitted for something beyond horse-racing and field sports, and to-day no young country furnishes 
such a galaxy of talent in the field of literature, art and professional pursuits as Australasia. 

With each passing year it began to be borne in on the native-born youths that a time must arrive when they 
would have to take their places on the stage of the world and that it behoved them to prepare manfully and 
to the extent of their ability to play the parts that would be allotted them in life's drama and the bringing 
forward of their native country, and so, by degrees, the better part began to be adopted and Australian 
names began to take a place in the world's lists of educated men, by no means contemptible, till now, only 
after a few years' devotion to study and the sciences, we can proudly point to those who, after a 
competition against the world, have been, as it were, " hall marked " and labelled the best quality. No doubt 
the granting of self-government to the colonies and the consequent establishment of colonial houses of 
assembly have had much to do with the bringing to the surface such youths as secured for the future of 
Australia the consideration it deserved, and the result has been that we can most assuredly point with 
pride, not only to scientists and literary men, but to statesmen and orators as well.

Seeing that the municipal arena is in most cases simply a training ground or nursery to the higher plane - 
that of politics and the Lower House, very many of the colonial youths awoke to the necessity of entering 
that arena, and with that object, so fought for a means to an end, that wherever population justified 
municipalities and boroughs began to spring into existence and to afford them the opportunity of feeling 
their feet and of subsequently taking flight to the Assembly, when their previous training stands them in 
good stead. 

Among the municipalities that have been springing up like Jonah's gourd all round Parramatta, none has 
advanced so rapidly as that of Granville, and probably no name that has been identified with that 
municipality for the last decade has commanded more respect than that of William Kay, its present Mayor. 
Born in Campbell's Creek, near Castlemaine, in Victoria, in 1859, Mr. Kay, who was intended for a dominie, 
received a suitable education in the leading school at that place. Having a penchant for poetry, Longfellow's 
famous poem of the Village Blacksmith so enamoured his youthful mind that in opposition to the wishes of 
his parents he had himself apprenticed to a coachbuildor at Edington, and after a service of five years went 
to Melbourne, where he became associated with the firm of Bevan and Sons, of the Railway Carriage 
Works. 

Wishing to see the world, he shortly after, when 23 years of age, came to Sydney, with the idea of 
proceeding to San Francisco, but receiving an offer from R. D. Ritchie, of the well known carriage works at 
Auburn, elected to settle down for a time in Parramatta, leaving Ritchie's shortly after to join the Clyde 
Engineering firm, with which he was connected for nearly five years. In 1887, having thoroughly become 
seized of the truth of the aphorism which sets forth that " there is a tide in the affairs of man which taken at 
the flood leads on to fortune," and inclining to the opinion that there was a great future for Granville, our 
subject commenced business on his own account in a little shop a short distance from his present place of 
business on the Sydney-road. 

Notes: (con't)
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With the growth of business his modest smithy began to expand, and two and a half years ago his sterling 
work and the reputation which comes of honesty and straight forwardness necessitated the building of his 
present premises. In 1887, two years after the proclamation of Granville as a borough, he was requisitioned 
to represent East Ward in the Council and elected unopposed. A visit to Melbourne becoming imperative 
he resigned his seat, but four years after returned to Granville and, re- purchasing the business which he 
had sold, has continued to reside there. 

On three separate occasions he has represented the ratepayers in the Council, and in February last his 
merits as a councillor were acknowledged by his induction into the mayoral chair. Four years prior to that 
he was nominated for the chair, but lost by one vote. During his tenure as councillor he has consistently 
studied the interests of the borough and has always been in prominent evidence when improvements or 
requirements of the place have been necessary. A great admirer of Shakespeare, it is not at all surprising 
that he should feel interested in the dramatic affairs and consequently he was for years a prominent 
member and a leader of the Granville Dramatic Club. 

When the rapid growth of business necessitated the building of a place commensurate with his 
requirements, he purchased a piece of land 100 feet square with a frontage to the Sydney-road, on which 
the works known as the Federal Carriage Factory now stand. With colonisation and settlement came the 
demand for vehicles something more presentable and desirable than the primitive carts and drays familiar 
to those whom the fever and turmoil incident to the discovery of gold brought to our shores, and with the 
growth and development of trade which naturally ensued and the putting together of wealth by the class 
who knew how to take advantage of the tide, a desire for ease and luxury gradually supervened over the 
objects of practicality and desirableness. 

Men, who, a few years ago, were satisfied with locomotion in vehicles which immeasurably eclipsed those 
of the primitive "gold days," began to condemn the then new state of things; and, with comparative 
affluence, were bitten with the mania for phtotons, barouches, landaus, and such descriptions of vehicles ; 
and this mania, in turn, gave birth to a class of artificers and designers, that, to-day, can hold their own 
against the world. When acquiring a thorough knowledge of his trade, Mr. Kay naturally gained an insight 
into such work ; but, finding a field for the production and disposal of an article that would combine the 
extreme of utility with a fair modicum of show, he, in a measure, devoted himself to the building of a class 
of sulkies which have far and away excelled most articles of the same description. 

This speciality, the building of special long distance vehicles necesitated the disruption of partnership and 
thence forth having no one to consult he carried out certain views which gave him some-what of an 
advantage over others. To mark the reputation of his work it is only needful to state that he sends sulkies to 
Corowa. His thousand mile long-distance axle is beautifully balanced, possessing a wide seat so that no 
jolting ensues, the wood speck and dash boards and walnut panels of a dark green, picked with light green 
and carmine, trimmed with solid buffalo leather. Penrith, Liverpool and other places within a radius of 10 
miles are responsible for many first prizes. Two fires are constantly going, and even in these days he 
employs a very fair number of hands. That he is popular needs no explanation, and I look to see some 
particularly good work at the forthcoming election.
Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday 30th August 1902 page 8

WILLIAM KAY - ACTOR, BLACKSMITH, FARM SALESMAN AND MAYOR OF GRANVILLE

In 1906, William F. Kay, former Granville Mayor and one-time Shakespearean actor, came to the 
conclusion that the growing popularity of the horseless carriage would inevitably kill off his blacksmith and 
coach-building business. So he disposed of the business and went into real estate. What he didn’t foresee 
was that a motor car would kill him too. On the morning of Wednesday 10 December 1941, 82-year-old 
William was knocked down by a car while crossing Church Street at Parramatta near Dixon Street. He was 
taken to Parramatta Hospital but died about two hours later.i

William Kay was born in 1859 at Castlemaine, Victoria, the son of a gold miner. He was a
blacksmith by trade, but for a year or two as a young man enjoyed a brief career on the stage as a 
professional actor. This left him a devoted fan of William Shakespeare for the rest of his life, and he was for 
a time executive officer of the Shakespeare Society in Sydney. However Hudson Brothers hired him as a 

Notes: (con't)
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MRS. W. F. KAY.
Mrs. Lydia Kay, formerly Mayoress of Granville, and wife of Mr. W. P. Kay, died at her residence at Manly 
recently. Mrs. Kay, who resided at Granville for about 40 years, was Mayoress on several occasions. She 
took part in the work for St. Mark's Church at Granville, and the Granville branch of the Red Cross Society, 

Notes: (con't)a time executive officer of the Shakespeare Society in Sydney. However Hudson Brothers hired him as a 
blacksmith in 1882 to work in their new engineering works in Granville, along with 19 smiths they had 
brought out from Scotland. The Scots were keen footballers and formed the nucleus of a new soccer club, 
founded in 1883. William Kay accepted the first of his many voluntary community positions to become the 
club’s honorary secretary. He was just 24 years of age.ii

A few years later, in 1886, William married a local girl, Lydia Butfield, in St Mark’s Church of England. 
When Lydia gave birth to five children - three boys and two girls - the couple chose some interesting given 
names for their offspring. The eldest boy was christened William Shakspeare [sic] Kay. He would become a 
solicitor, an alderman on Granville Council for more than 10 years, and Mayor of Granville in 1927. Another 
son was named Norman Federal, after Kay’s Federal Forge blacksmithing business, and a daughter was 
christened Thelma Agnes Granvilline Kay.iii

With his wife pregnant with their first child, Kay decided to leave Hudsons and start his own blacksmith’s 
business in 1887 on Sydney Road [Parramatta Road] near Kemp Street [now Rowell Street]. At about the 
same time he joined the newly-established Granville branch of the Political Protectionist Association, and 
was elected honorary secretary. Harry Richardson, Granville’s mayor in 1886 and later a New South Wales 
railways commissioner, was the first president. 

William began to dabble in local politics in 1889 when he was elected to Granville Council, but resigned 
after serving only six months to “take up a position in another colony”. After his return to Granville, he was 
again elected to the council in 1895, unseating the incumbent John Mahony. His success encouraged him 
to stand as a Protectionist candidate for the seat of Granville in the July 1895 Legislative Assembly 
election, but he withdrew 11 days before the poll. His withdrawal, he said, was due to “the phenomenal 
rush of business” for his Federal Forge, particularly in coach building.

[Kay, it must be said, missed no opportunity to generate publicity for his business
enterprises] He stood down at the 1898 council election, saying he didn’t have sufficient time for council 
affairs because of the heavy demands of his business. But he was back on the council three years later 
and was elected to a 12-month term as mayor in 1902.iv
William Kay opened his real estate office, the Granville Property Exchange, in Good Street on 5 February 
1906 and within three weeks was telling the Cumberland Argus that “business is brisk”.

In March he gained the appointment of Returning Officer for the Granville electoral district, and presided 
over Legislative Assembly elections in 1907 and 1910. His property agency thrived during the development 
boom before World War One, and in 1911 he announced that the business had outgrown Granville and he 
was moving his headquarters into the city. At about the same time, he and Lydia left Granville for Manly. 
They lived in one of the flats in a small block they had purchased in Augusta Road, within walking distance 
of the ferry wharf. He took up bowls, was a vice-president of the Manly club for several years, and a life 
member of the Parramatta club. 

From about 1917 he specialised in farm sales, and operated from several city addresses from time to time, 
including Pitt Street, Hunter Street, George Street, and in the same building as his son’s legal practice, 
Culwulla Chambers at 67 Castlereagh Street. After his wife passed away in 1931, William moved to 
Parramatta where he spent the rest of his life until that unfortunate accident with the motor car in December 
1941.v

© Colin Humphreys
i Obituary, Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers’ Advocate, 17 December 1941, p. 2.

Lydia Butfield
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Notes: (con't)took part in the work for St. Mark's Church at Granville, and the Granville branch of the Red Cross Society, 
and the Auburn District Hospital. She ls survived by Mr. Kay, two sons, and two daughters. The sons are 
Alderman William Kay, of Granville, and Mr. Stanley Kay. The remains were cremated at Rookwood 
Crematorium following a service which was held at the Manly Methodist Church.
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William Kay, son of Thomas Kay and Elizabeth Pearce Kay, was born on 06 Oct 1859 
in Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia (Victorian Gold Fields). He died on 10 Dec 1941 
in Parramatta District Hospital, Parramatta, New South Wales, Australia. He married 
Lydia Butfield Kay in 1886 in Central Cumberland, New South Wales. She was born 
on 18 May 1854 in Duck River, Granville, New South Wales, Australia. She died on 03 
Aug 1931 in Manly, New South Wales, Australia.. 
 

Notes for William Kay:
Coroners Report.
Died from injuries received when struck down by a motor car.

William Kay was born 6th October 1859 to Thomas Kay and Elizabeth Pearce, he 
married Lydia Butfield in 1886, they had the following children who were born in 
Granville, Amy Cordelia Butfield 1887, Albert Horatio 1889, Rosalind Sarah, William 
Shakespeare 1894, Norman Federal 1897, Thelma A G 1903, and Stanley Broughton 
1910.

When Elijah Brown left Granville in 1864 the settlement was without a horse shoeing 
forge until the coming of William F Kay in 1887. Mr Kay, a native of Victoria with many 
other was attracted to Granville by the arrival of Hudson Brothers and their engineering 
works in the early eighties. A Blacksmith he worked from some time after his arrival with 
this firm, but in 1887 he decided to start a business of his own.

 To this end he built a shop and forge on the south side of Sydney Road near the south 
east corner of Kemp Street. In 1903 he took up land on the south west corner of Sydney 
Road and Kemp Street and built a large commodious place of business into which he 
removed and continued his trade of horse shoeing, general blacksmithing and coach 
building under more favourable facilities, this was called the Federal Coach Factory. 

The western end of the building was rented as a wood, coal and general produce store 
to Edgar Thackery who had previously owned the business which was situated on the 
north eastern corner of Carlton Street and South Parade (now Railway Parade), this site 
was then used to built the Government Saving Bank in 1912.

In 1906 Mr Kay having tired of blacksmithing, turned his attention to auctioneering and 
estate sales, sold his trade, rented one of the newly built shops in Good Street and 
opened a Land and Estate agency, his business on Sydney Road was leased to William 
Littlefield who was still trading in 1918. 

Mr William F Kay was an alderman on Granville Council and occupied the Mayor’s chair 
in 1902. It was during this time the Rectory for St Mark’s Anglican Church was being 
built William Kay, Mayor was on the foundation stone. William Kay was a member of the 
NSW Lodge Sir Walter Scott 122, serving as Master in 1896-1897 when the Lodge was 
meeting at Granville Town Hall. 
©June M Bullivant OAM

LORD CLYDE.
:The fortnightly meeting of Lord Clyde Lodge, No. 71, P.A.F.S., was held at the School 
of Arts, Granville, on the 10th  instant. There was a large attendance of members, Bro. 
T. H. Phipps presiding. This lodge is in a strong financial position.  Arrangements were 
made for a social, and a strong committee formed.

Our Surroundings.-Granville
Its Potentialities- Its Industries and Trades -Its Representative Men. WILLIAM KAY 
AND THE FEDERAL COACH FACTORY.
(By EDWIN HOWELL.)

Ancestors of William Kay

Generation 1

1.
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EVER since the coming to manhood of the first generation of the colonial born, 
pessimists prophesied that " no good could come out of Nazareth," and for a time it did 
certainly seem that the prophecy would be verified and that Australia would have to call 
on the mother country for men of brains not only to guide all her political, financial and 
educational matters, but even to fill the ranks of her artisans and superior workmen; and 
this became all the more apparent when so much of the time and energy of her sons 
were devoted to purely athletic pursuits; but gradually the feeling began to be 
engendered that the Australian youth was fitted for something beyond horse-racing and 
field sports, and to-day no young country furnishes such a galaxy of talent in the field of 
literature, art and professional pursuits as Australasia. 

With each passing year it began to be borne in on the native-born youths that a time 
must arrive when they would have to take their places on the stage of the world and that 
it behoved them to prepare manfully and to the extent of their ability to play the parts 
that would be allotted them in life's drama and the bringing forward of their native 
country, and so, by degrees, the better part began to be adopted and Australian names 
began to take a place in the world's lists of educated men, by no means contemptible, 
till now, only after a few years' devotion to study and the sciences, we can proudly point 
to those who, after a competition against the world, have been, as it were, " hall marked 
" and labelled the best quality. No doubt the granting of self-government to the colonies 
and the consequent establishment of colonial houses of assembly have had much to do 
with the bringing to the surface such youths as secured for the future of Australia the 
consideration it deserved, and the result has been that we can most assuredly point with 
pride, not only to scientists and literary men, but to statesmen and orators as well.

Seeing that the municipal arena is in most cases simply a training ground or nursery to 
the higher plane - that of politics and the Lower House, very many of the colonial youths 
awoke to the necessity of entering that arena, and with that object, so fought for a 
means to an end, that wherever population justified municipalities and boroughs began 
to spring into existence and to afford them the opportunity of feeling their feet and of 
subsequently taking flight to the Assembly, when their previous training stands them in 
good stead. 

Among the municipalities that have been springing up like Jonah's gourd all round 
Parramatta, none has advanced so rapidly as that of Granville, and probably no name 
that has been identified with that municipality for the last decade has commanded more 
respect than that of William Kay, its present Mayor. Born in Campbell's Creek, near 
Castlemaine, in Victoria, in 1859, Mr. Kay, who was intended for a dominie, received a 
suitable education in the leading school at that place. Having a penchant for poetry, 
Longfellow's famous poem of the Village Blacksmith so enamoured his youthful mind 
that in opposition to the wishes of his parents he had himself apprenticed to a 
coachbuildor at Edington, and after a service of five years went to Melbourne, where he 
became associated with the firm of Bevan and Sons, of the Railway Carriage Works. 

Wishing to see the world, he shortly after, when 23 years of age, came to Sydney, with 
the idea of proceeding to San Francisco, but receiving an offer from R. D. Ritchie, of the 
well known carriage works at Auburn, elected to settle down for a time in Parramatta, 
leaving Ritchie's shortly after to join the Clyde Engineering firm, with which he was 
connected for nearly five years. In 1887, having thoroughly become seized of the truth 
of the aphorism which sets forth that " there is a tide in the affairs of man which taken at 
the flood leads on to fortune," and inclining to the opinion that there was a great future 
for Granville, our subject commenced business on his own account in a little shop a 
short distance from his present place of business on the Sydney-road. 

With the growth of business his modest smithy began to expand, and two and a half 
years ago his sterling work and the reputation which comes of honesty and straight 
forwardness necessitated the building of his present premises. In 1887, two years after 

Ancestors of William Kay
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forwardness necessitated the building of his present premises. In 1887, two years after 
the proclamation of Granville as a borough, he was requisitioned to represent East Ward 
in the Council and elected unopposed. A visit to Melbourne becoming imperative he 
resigned his seat, but four years after returned to Granville and, re- purchasing the 
business which he had sold, has continued to reside there. 

On three separate occasions he has represented the ratepayers in the Council, and in 
February last his merits as a councillor were acknowledged by his induction into the 
mayoral chair. Four years prior to that he was nominated for the chair, but lost by one 
vote. During his tenure as councillor he has consistently studied the interests of the 
borough and has always been in prominent evidence when improvements or 
requirements of the place have been necessary. A great admirer of Shakespeare, it is 
not at all surprising that he should feel interested in the dramatic affairs and 
consequently he was for years a prominent member and a leader of the Granville 
Dramatic Club. 

When the rapid growth of business necessitated the building of a place commensurate 
with his requirements, he purchased a piece of land 100 feet square with a frontage to 
the Sydney-road, on which the works known as the Federal Carriage Factory now stand. 
With colonisation and settlement came the demand for vehicles something more 
presentable and desirable than the primitive carts and drays familiar to those whom the 
fever and turmoil incident to the discovery of gold brought to our shores, and with the 
growth and development of trade which naturally ensued and the putting together of 
wealth by the class who knew how to take advantage of the tide, a desire for ease and 
luxury gradually supervened over the objects of practicality and desirableness. 

Men, who, a few years ago, were satisfied with locomotion in vehicles which 
immeasurably eclipsed those of the primitive "gold days," began to condemn the then 
new state of things; and, with comparative affluence, were bitten with the mania for 
phtotons, barouches, landaus, and such descriptions of vehicles ; and this mania, in 
turn, gave birth to a class of artificers and designers, that, to-day, can hold their own 
against the world. When acquiring a thorough knowledge of his trade, Mr. Kay naturally 
gained an insight into such work ; but, finding a field for the production and disposal of 
an article that would combine the extreme of utility with a fair modicum of show, he, in a 
measure, devoted himself to the building of a class of sulkies which have far and away 
excelled most articles of the same description. 

This speciality, the building of special long distance vehicles necesitated the disruption 
of partnership and thence forth having no one to consult he carried out certain views 
which gave him some-what of an advantage over others. To mark the reputation of his 
work it is only needful to state that he sends sulkies to Corowa. His thousand mile 
long-distance axle is beautifully balanced, possessing a wide seat so that no jolting 
ensues, the wood speck and dash boards and walnut panels of a dark green, picked 
with light green and carmine, trimmed with solid buffalo leather. Penrith, Liverpool and 
other places within a radius of 10 miles are responsible for many first prizes. Two fires 
are constantly going, and even in these days he employs a very fair number of hands. 
That he is popular needs no explanation, and I look to see some particularly good work 
at the forthcoming election.
Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday 30th August 1902 page 8

WILLIAM KAY - ACTOR, BLACKSMITH, FARM SALESMAN AND MAYOR OF 
GRANVILLE

In 1906, William F. Kay, former Granville Mayor and one-time Shakespearean actor, 
came to the conclusion that the growing popularity of the horseless carriage would 
inevitably kill off his blacksmith and coach-building business. So he disposed of the 
business and went into real estate. What he didn’t foresee was that a motor car would 
kill him too. On the morning of Wednesday 10 December 1941, 82-year-old William was 

Ancestors of William Kay
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kill him too. On the morning of Wednesday 10 December 1941, 82-year-old William was 
knocked down by a car while crossing Church Street at Parramatta near Dixon Street. 
He was taken to Parramatta Hospital but died about two hours later.i

William Kay was born in 1859 at Castlemaine, Victoria, the son of a gold miner. He was 
a
blacksmith by trade, but for a year or two as a young man enjoyed a brief career on the 
stage as a professional actor. This left him a devoted fan of William Shakespeare for the 
rest of his life, and he was for a time executive officer of the Shakespeare Society in 
Sydney. However Hudson Brothers hired him as a blacksmith in 1882 to work in their 
new engineering works in Granville, along with 19 smiths they had brought out from 
Scotland. The Scots were keen footballers and formed the nucleus of a new soccer club,
founded in 1883. William Kay accepted the first of his many voluntary community 
positions to become the club’s honorary secretary. He was just 24 years of age.ii

A few years later, in 1886, William married a local girl, Lydia Butfield, in St Mark’s 
Church of England. When Lydia gave birth to five children - three boys and two girls - 
the couple chose some interesting given names for their offspring. The eldest boy was 
christened William Shakspeare [sic] Kay. He would become a solicitor, an alderman on 
Granville Council for more than 10 years, and Mayor of Granville in 1927. Another son 
was named Norman Federal, after Kay’s Federal Forge blacksmithing business, and a 
daughter was christened Thelma Agnes Granvilline Kay.iii

With his wife pregnant with their first child, Kay decided to leave Hudsons and start his 
own blacksmith’s business in 1887 on Sydney Road [Parramatta Road] near Kemp 
Street [now Rowell Street]. At about the same time he joined the newly-established 
Granville branch of the Political Protectionist Association, and was elected honorary 
secretary. Harry Richardson, Granville’s mayor in 1886 and later a New South Wales 
railways commissioner, was the first president. 

William began to dabble in local politics in 1889 when he was elected to Granville 
Council, but resigned after serving only six months to “take up a position in another 
colony”. After his return to Granville, he was again elected to the council in 1895, 
unseating the incumbent John Mahony. His success encouraged him to stand as a 
Protectionist candidate for the seat of Granville in the July 1895 Legislative Assembly 
election, but he withdrew 11 days before the poll. His withdrawal, he said, was due to 
“the phenomenal rush of business” for his Federal Forge, particularly in coach building.

[Kay, it must be said, missed no opportunity to generate publicity for his business
enterprises] He stood down at the 1898 council election, saying he didn’t have sufficient 
time for council affairs because of the heavy demands of his business. But he was back 
on the council three years later and was elected to a 12-month term as mayor in 1902.iv
William Kay opened his real estate office, the Granville Property Exchange, in Good 
Street on 5 February 1906 and within three weeks was telling the Cumberland Argus 
that “business is brisk”.

In March he gained the appointment of Returning Officer for the Granville electoral 
district, and presided over Legislative Assembly elections in 1907 and 1910. His 
property agency thrived during the development boom before World War One, and in 
1911 he announced that the business had outgrown Granville and he was moving his 
headquarters into the city. At about the same time, he and Lydia left Granville for Manly. 
They lived in one of the flats in a small block they had purchased in Augusta Road, 
within walking distance of the ferry wharf. He took up bowls, was a vice-president of the 
Manly club for several years, and a life member of the Parramatta club. 

From about 1917 he specialised in farm sales, and operated from several city addresses 
from time to time, including Pitt Street, Hunter Street, George Street, and in the same 
building as his son’s legal practice, Culwulla Chambers at 67 Castlereagh Street. After 
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Ancestors of William Kay
building as his son’s legal practice, Culwulla Chambers at 67 Castlereagh Street. After 
his wife passed away in 1931, William moved to Parramatta where he spent the rest of 
his life until that unfortunate accident with the motor car in December 1941.v

© Colin Humphreys
i Obituary, Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers’ Advocate, 17 December 1941, p. 2.

 

Notes for Lydia Butfield Kay:
MRS. W. F. KAY.
Mrs. Lydia Kay, formerly Mayoress of Granville, and wife of Mr. W. P. Kay, died at her 
residence at Manly recently. Mrs. Kay, who resided at Granville for about 40 years, was 
Mayoress on several occasions. She took part in the work for St. Mark's Church at 
Granville, and the Granville branch of the Red Cross Society, and the Auburn District 
Hospital. She ls survived by Mr. Kay, two sons, and two daughters. The sons are 
Alderman William Kay, of Granville, and Mr. Stanley Kay. The remains were cremated at
Rookwood Crematorium following a service which was held at the Manly Methodist 
Church.

Generation 2

Thomas Kay was born in 1825 in Yorkshire, England. He died on 15 Nov 1859 in 
Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia. He married Elizabeth Pearce Kay on 01 Sep 
1852 in Illogan, Cornwall, England.

2.

Elizabeth Pearce Kay, daughter of Alexander Pearce and Honor Lawrence Pearce, 
was born in 1827 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. She died on 30 Nov 1877 in Campbell's 
Creek, Victoria, Australia.

3.

Elizabeth Pearce Kay and Thomas Kay had the following children:

i. Alice Kay was born on 24 Apr 1858 in Campbell's Creek. She died in 1859 in 
Campbells Creek, Victoria, Australia.

1. ii. William Kay was born on 06 Oct 1859 in Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia 
(Victorian Gold Fields). He died on 10 Dec 1941 in Parramatta District Hospital, 
Parramatta, New South Wales, Australia. He married Lydia Butfield Kay in 1886 in 
Central Cumberland, New South Wales. She was born on 18 May 1854 in Duck 
River, Granville, New South Wales, Australia. She died on 03 Aug 1931 in Manly, 
New South Wales, Australia.. 

Generation 3

Alexander Pearce was born in 1788. He married Honor Lawrence Pearce. 6.

Honor Lawrence Pearce was born in 1791. She died in 1852.7.

Honor Lawrence Pearce and Alexander Pearce had the following child:

3. i. Elizabeth Pearce Kay was born in 1827 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. She died on 
30 Nov 1877 in Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia. She married Thomas Kay on 
01 Sep 1852 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. He was born in 1825 in Yorkshire, 
England. He died on 15 Nov 1859 in Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia. She 
married Stephen Jeffery in Sep 1852 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. He was born in 
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married Stephen Jeffery in Sep 1852 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. He was born in 
1830 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. He died on 17 Jan 1856 in Campbell's Creek, 
Victoria,  Australia (Buried Campbell's Creek Cemetery, Victoria). She married 
Charles "Elizabeth Kay" Glasson in 1861 in Campbells Creek, Victoria Australia. He 
was born in 1836 in Illogan, Cornwall, England. He died on 03 Jul 1906 in 
Campbells Creek, Victoria, Australia. 

Prepared By:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Preparer:
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Timeline Report for William Kay

Date/Place/DescriptionEventYr/Age

1854 Birth (Spouse)
Lydia Butfield

18 May 1854
Duck River, Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1858 Birth (Sister)
Alice Kay

24 Apr 1858
Campbell's Creek

1859 Birth 06 Oct 1859
Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia; Victorian Gold
Fields

1859
1 mos

Death (Father)
Thomas Kay

15 Nov 1859
Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia

1877
18

Death (Mother)
Elizabeth Pearce

30 Nov 1877
Campbell's Creek, Victoria, Australia

1886
26

Marriage
Lydia Butfield

1886
Central Cumberland, New South Wales

1887
27

Birth (Daughter)
Amy Cordelia Butfield Kay

08 Jun 1887
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1889
29

Birth (Son)
Albert Horatio Kay

13 Mar 1889
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1891
31

Birth (Daughter)
Rosalind Sarah Kay

1891
Footscray, Victoria, Australia

1893
33

Death (Son)
Albert Horatio Kay

09 Aug 1893
Footscray, Victoria

1894
34

Birth (Son)
William Shakespeare Kay

18 Aug 1894
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1894
35

Death (Daughter)
Rosalind Sarah Kay

05 Nov 1894
Parramatta, New South Wales, Australia; Buried with
grandparents St John's Cemetery, Parramatta, New
South Wales, Australia.

1897
37

Birth (Son)
Norman Federal Kay

Mar 1897
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1903
43

Birth (Daughter)
Thelma Agnes Granvilline Kay

10 Jan 1903
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1904
44

Death (Son)
Norman Federal Kay

11 Jun 1904
Granville, New South Wales, Australia

1910
50

Birth (Son)
Stanley Broughton Kay

28 Feb 1910
Granville New South Wales

1912
52

Residence 1912
Manly and Wentworth, Cumberland

1931
71

Death (Spouse)
Lydia Butfield

03 Aug 1931
Manly, New South Wales, Australia.

1939
79

Marriage (Son)
Stanley Broughton Kay

1939
Hurstville, New South Wales, Australia
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1941
81

Death (Daughter)
Thelma Agnes Granvilline Kay

Aft. 1941

1941
82

Death 10 Dec 1941
Parramatta District Hospital, Parramatta, New South
Wales, Australia
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